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BUILDING AND DETAILING THE HOBBY BOSS 1/350 SCALE 

USS ALASKA, CB-1 
 

The Hobby Boss 1/350 scale USS Alaska is an impressive model, which  has excellent fit and 

exceptional surface detail.  The parts count on this kit is over 1,300, so parts management is very 

important. I used 8 plastic bins for storing the parts as I worked on building and painting this model. The 

kit comes with 4 sheets of photoetch, however some of the radars supplied are not useable due to their 

design, so I replaced them with Gold Medal Models radars. I also replaced some of the kit parts such as 

the aircraft and 20mm guns with ones from a Tamiya Missouri.  

 

Testors enamels were used including their dullcoat. For the display base I used a hard rock maple plank, 

which measured 30 x 7 inches and stained it with Minwax red mahogany.  The Plexiglas display case 

was ordered from  Specialty Plastic Fabrication  located in Hamilton, Ohio.  
 

The ship was painted in a Measure 32 dazzle pattern of light gray, ocean gray and dull black. Painting 

this pattern on a multilayer surface requires a lot of careful masking, but if you take your time the results 

will be well worth the effort.   



The positioning holes in the deck for the winches needed to 

be enlarged using a .046 inch drill bitt.  

I used tiny drops of Testors tube glue applied with the tip of 

a toothpick to position small parts.  After the glue dried I 

applied  tiny drops of super glue to strengthen 

the attachment.  

Several layers of super glue were applied to the seams on the 

back of the large vents. The catapult pedestals were glued 

from the inside first with super glue. Beads of super glue 

were then applied along the outside seam lines.   

The backside of the vents and the sides of the catapult  

pedestals were run across wet stationary fine grit sandpaper 

to smooth out the super glue. The plastic was then polished 

with a 0000 steel wool pad.  

The insides of the  pedestals along the seams were scraped 

flat so that tiny strips of plastic could be glued to  

strengthen the seam.  

The kits photoetch framing was too long for the forward 

40mm platform, so the ends were cut off for a better fit.  
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Be sure to test fit the stack.  I found that the interior  

positioning tabs for the vent piping needed to thinned a bit to 

get the stack halves to close up tightly. 

The interior of the smoke stack was airbrushed  

with flat black. 

The stack was tightly taped together and then a bead of super 

glue was applied along the seam lines. 

The interior of the stack was reinforced prior to   

working on the seams. 

Several applications of super glue were needed to fix the 

seams. A Flex-I-File was used to reshape the stack after 

scraping and sanding the seams.   

The forward and aft photoetch frame platforms for the stack 

were carefully shaped along their fold lines.  The bottom was 

curved and the top was folded, but not positioned.  
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The first assembly is complete.  The photoetch aircraft cradle 

was replaced with one from a Tamiya 1/350 scale Missouri.  

On the second catapult assembly after sanding the surface,  I 

marked which side would get the railings.  

I test fitted the platform first and found that this one fit 

perfectly.  This could be the result of  a slightly narrower 

catapult frame due to where I bent the framing.  

Taping the platform down helped with the positioning  

of the railings.  

Here again the railings needed to be cut apart to get them  

to fit better.  

The completed platform is now ready to be attached to the 

catapult framing. 
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The aircraft cranes  are now complete.  Adding the brass rods 

to the inside areas helped  strengthen the crane frames and 

prevented them from bending while handling them.    

The 14 inch gun turrets have damaged bases that will need to 

be cut off.  

I used the tip of a number 11 X-Acto blade to carefully 

scribe the edges of the plastic. Several passes cut the plastic 

deep enough so it could be snapped off.  The edges of the 

turrets were then sanded smooth.  

The tree stubs that are attached to the upper lengths of the  

12 inch barrels should be removed first leaving some excess 

on them. Then snip off the remaining stubs  

Carefully and lightly scrape off any remaining stubs and then 

scrape off the seam lines around each barrel.     

One way to restore the shape of each barrel is to use a  

Flex-I-File. Be sure to wet sand the barrels. 
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With the splinter shields masked, its time to paint. Had I checked the Classic Warships Publication more 

closely I would have determined that both sides of the splinter shields should be flat gull gray.  

The entire deck was airbrushed with a light euro-1 gray color modified by adding some flat white to it.   
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With the vertical surfaces airbrushed flat gull gray, additional 

masking tape can be applied for the dazzle black color.  

Careful masking using small strips was needed on these  

smaller parts.  

With the black dazzle color applied, its time to remove the 

tape and check the demarcation lines between the colors.  

Here are all the aft superstructure parts and the stack, which 

are now ready for final assembly. 

Smaller parts with flat horizontal surfaces were  

airbrushed with the appropriate euro-1 gray color and then 

flipped so that the vertical surfaces could be airbrushed  

flat gull gray.  

Other small parts were also painted euro-1 gray,  flipped and 

then flat gull gray was applied.  
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The front end of the railing had its stanchion cut off so it 

could be set in place and glued to the existing railing. The 

same technique was used here as the forward railings.  

The two aft railings on the starboard and port sides have 

been installed, white glue used to fix the attachment points 

between the railing lengths and then the dried white glue  

was touched up with flat gull gray.  

The stern railing length was too long so the end stanchions 

were cut off  on both sides to make it fit. Tiny drops of white 

glue were applied to the railings levels so they would attach 

to the stern splinter shields.  

The 40mm platforms had to be tweaked to get them to sit flat 

on the deck and butt up against the aft superstructure sides. 

Then the railings were added.  

The 40mm platforms were attached first.  The railings 

around the  5 inch/38 platforms were then attached and then 

the completed platforms were glued to the deck. The 40mm 

and 20mm guns were then added.  

The angled cage railings for the forward 5 inch/38 platforms 

were attached and then the 40mm guns were added.  
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There are additional photos of the USS Alaska  in the ship gallery section of 

Mike’s website  at www.mikeashey.com  


