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International Hobby Corporation kits are plastic craftsman models and although they require the application of  

 model building techniques to address their flaws, their kit structures are unique and will enhance any model railroad 

layout. The 650 ton Cheyenne Coal Bunker is an example of their kits uniqueness and once completed this large 

industrial kit will add exceptional detail to any layout.   

 

While IHC is no longer in business, their kits can be readily found on EBay.   

 

IHC kit parts and sub-assemblies have few positioning pins and corresponding holes,  part halves have fit issues and 

there are lots of surface dimples and mold punch outs. All of these flaws are perfect for demonstrating the basic scale 

modeling techniques and skills needed to assemble and paint this kit and turn it into a great looking representation of 

a Cheyenne Coal Bunker, which is why Mike chose to build this kit.  

 

Although the model can be primed and painted with spray can paint, Mike used an airbrush to demonstrate how to 

use different shades of a base color to achieve an initial  weathering effect. For additional weathering, Mike  

demonstrates how to use pencil pastel dust to achieve surface rust, grime and soot residue.        
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Note the positioning of the gusset plate.   The concrete foundations for the girder columns  had some 

slight indentations which were filled with 

.02 x .02 inch strips.  

Some of the concrete foundations needed an insert added  so 

that the vertical girders could be glued to the foundations.  

The inside framing of the structure also had dimples which 

needed to be covered.  

There were mold punch outs on the surfaces of the upper  

level stairway platform. They were removed by running the 

parts across a wet stationary piece of  fine grit sandpaper.  

The upper platform was carefully taped together and then 

taped to the girder structure.  Tiny beads of super glue were 

then  applied to the platform and then between the platform 

and the structure.  
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The bins were also streaked with brown pastel dust which is 

a great rust color. The pastel dust was sealed with Testors 

dullcoat from a spray can.   

The large bin is now assembled and ready to be glued  

into place. The ladders were attached with drops of white 

glue because their position will need to be adjusted once the 

bin is set into place inside the girder structure.  

The girder structure was also randomly streaked with brown 

pastel dust and then sealed with Testors dull coat.   

The edges of the canisters were dry brushed with silver paint 

and the stairs got dustings of black and dark gray pastel dust. 

Once all the parts were  dusted they were sealed  

with Testors dullcoat.  

Now that all the sub-assemblies have been completely  

weathered and sealed it is time to assemble this  

monster of a kit.  

The tape was removed from the top of the structure and then 

the interior railings and the canisters were glued into place. 

The small coal bin was then positioned into place.   
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