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BUILDING TRUMPETER’S 1/32 SCALE SBD-1 DAUNTLESS 
This manual is applicable to all versions of the  Trumpeter 1/32 scale SBD series. 
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This kit has a lot of parts for the cockpit and all of it is finely molded and has a lot of surface detail. The  Wright  

R-1820-60 engine is well detailed and with the addition of spark plug wires, builds up into an impressive model all by 

itself. The fuselage halves fit together well as do the wings and the elevators.  The elevator to tail fit is snug, however 

the wing to fuselage fit has some voids on the upper surface. The separate clear parts for the fuselage area between the 

engine firewall and the heat dissipation shield also need some attention if you decide to close up this area.  
 

Evergreen strips were used to fill the voids on the upper surface at the wing to fuselage attachment areas. To really get 

the most out  of the cockpit console you should drill out the instrument faces so you will need a good supply of various 

size drill bits. The only aftermarket items used for this kit were the Eduard pre-painted seat belt set and the engine detail 

set. The pre-painted seat belts add an additional layer  of realism to the fully detailed cockpit. The clear parts are nicely 

done however one of the clear canopy parts had a slight inward bend that will need to be fixed. The kits instructions are 

very well done and the decals are crisp and colorful.  
 

Detail painting, paint layering, using different shades of the same color and drybrushing greatly enhanced the  

appearance of the cockpit. Testors enamel paints were used for this project and decal setting solution worked well with 

the kit supplied decals.  Be sure to have one full roll of masking tape on hand as this is a big kit and consequently it  

will require a lot of tape.  
 

The finished kit represents a pre-war Dauntless SBD-1 in its pre-war colors and of course it has to be a US Marine SBD.  
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The wood cutting board is also ideal for trimming off excess 

tabs on parts that have a flat surface.  

The cockpit has an impressive number of parts. All  

subassemblies were complete and then  

everything was primed.  

The cockpit interior was painted with interior green and then 

individual parts were masked off to begin the  

detail painting steps. 

The flare gun canister canvas pouch was painted flat red 

lightened with some flat white. The surface was then dry 

brushed very lightly with flat white.   

The control sticks were painted interior green then masked 

for the black canvas color and the stick grip color. The  

canvas and handles were  then dry brushed with flat white  

to highlight the canvas wrinkles and grip details. 

The lime oxygen canister color was achieved using lime 

green lightened with some flat white. The surface was then 

masked for the black canvas straps.  
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The left side of the cockpit has all of its parts added  

and fit checked.  

The Eduard seat belts are  multi-piece assemblies. Be careful 

when cutting and trimming the parts so the painted  

surfaces are not damaged.  

Slowly and carefully, bend and assemble the individual  

seat belt parts. 

Tiny amounts of super glue applied with a thin wire  

applicator work best to attach these pre-painted parts.  To 

hide the super glue brush on some  

Testors clear dullcoat. 

The belts were carefully folded over the seats and attached 

with tiny drops of super glue. 

One last test fit before closing up the fuselage.  
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The backside of the engine sub-assembly is complete and the 

photoetch brackets have been installed.  

Brass beading wire was stretched and then colored with  

silver, red and black sharpies.  

The engine frame is attached to the heat dissipation shield 

after carefully scraping of the paint from the gluing surfaces. 

Wiring has also been added.   

The engine backside sub-assembly was then glued into place.  

More details were added to the engine firewall. Plumbing was made from brass wire  and painted black with 

a sharpie marker.  
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