
F6F-3 HELLCAT LAP JOINT,  BUTT JOINT AND RIVET DETAILS. 

This Hellcat is located at the Pensacola, Florida Naval Aviation  Museum.     



Aircraft skin is either butt jointed or lap jointed.  On the F6F Hellcat the cowling engine access panels are butt jointed.  The spacing between the access panels 

is approximately 1/16 of an inch or .0625 inches. In 1/24 scale , the 1/16 inch spacing would be approximately .0026 inches. 



Butt joints on aircraft  are represented as channels on scale model aircraft or what we commonly refer to as recessed panel lines. 



 



Starting at the aft end of the canopy windscreen, the fuselage of the Hellcat is all lap jointed with standard rivets. The rivet heads are  approximately 1/4 of an  

inch  or  .25 inches.  In 1/24 scale the rivet heads would be approximately .01 inches in diameter.  



Lap joints are typically characterized by a single row of rivets.  



 



The raised shapes are reinforcing plates, which add structural strength to the aircraftôs framing. 



 



 


